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A YEAR OF REIMAGINING 

OUR STREETS

Despite an unprecedented year, Bike Walk
Macon did not rest in 2020. The COVID-19
pandemic quickly elevated our mission to
improve conditions for bicyclists and
pedestrians in Macon-Bibb County. 

Amid the chaos, we saw fewer cars on our
streets and an increase in bicycling and
walking. People bought new bikes and fixed old
ones. Maconites spent more time than ever in
our parks and on our trails. With all of this in
mind, Bike Walk Macon's team urgently
modified our existing programs and
brainstormed new initiatives to address COVID-
related transportation challenges and systemic
inequities in unique, creative ways. 

We're proud to present the 2020 Impact
Report to show how Bike Walk Macon saw this
year as an opportunity to bring remarkable
transformations to Macon-Bibb County's
streets in the past year. 
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ORGANIZATION

Two CAPP grants from Macon Arts Alliance to install creative art in a Downtown alleyway
($1500) and to build a creative crosswalk in the Ingleside neighborhood ($500)
$12,000 AARP Community Challenge Grant to install traffic calming interventions in three
Macon neighborhoods during Open Streets Macon

$96,000 anonymous donation to support general operations
$9000 in donations from Bike Walk Macon Board Members
$1,951 from Caution Macon
Many additional contributions thanks to many supporters through Amazon Smile, Facebook
fundraisers, PayPal, and Georgia Gives Day

STRATEGIC PLAN

In February 2020, our staff, board, and advisory members dedicated a few hours of their day for a
strategy gathering to look at where Bike Walk Macon has been and where it can go. The team
discussed how to shape and grow our impact and created a 2020 strategic plan with a list of
specific goals and tasks to help us achieve our vision of expanding equitable biking and
pedestrian options in Macon-Bibb County over the next year. Read the 2020 plan at
bikewalkmacon.com/reports.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

Executive director Rachel Umana was selected to serve as the Macon-Bibb County Pedestrian
Safety Review Board Vice-Chair and approved by the Macon-Bibb County Commission to serve on
the Macon Transit Authority Board of Directors.

FUNDING OUR MISSION

BIKE WALK MACON FUND | A $1 million component fund of the Community Foundation of
Central Georgia was created to support Bike Walk Macon’s annual operating budget for at least
10 years.

MEMBERS | Bike Walk Macon now has 40 members who support safe, welcoming streets. Not a
member? Join today at bikewalkmacon.com/give!

GRANTS | Bike Walk Macon received:  

SPONSORSHIP | AARP Georgia sponsored the My Bike Photo Series for $2500. 

FUNDRAISER | The second annual Shamrock 'n' Ride Fundraiser raised $1595 from participant
registration fees.

DONATIONS | Bike Walk Macon received several donations from individuals and organizations: 

Shamrock 'n' Ride | Photo by Curtis Hertwig
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ADVOCACY

COLUMBUS ST. CROSSWALK

A 5th crosswalk installation was completed near Mount de Sales
Academy. The crosswalk was designed by 9th-grade student Lily
Livingston and brought to life by artist Heidi Clinite.

LOVE YOUR STREET 
A new, Knight-funded initiative launched to empower Maconites to
improve their neighborhood streets by providing funding and
support to build low-cost, quick-action, creative traffic calming
installations that are determined through an inclusive community
engagement process. Maconites can expect to see artistic
crosswalks, sculptural signage, and many other creative
interventions designed in partnership with Pillyr Foundation, local
artists, and residents on Tattnall St., Washington Ave., Bay St.,
Cherry St., and Poplar St. by spring 2021.

OPEN STREETS TRAFFIC CALMING PROJECTS

Although this was Bike Walk Macon's 5th consecutive year of
hosting Open Streets Macon, this was the 1st year street design
was improved along each route thanks to a grant from AARP.
Permanent traffic calming measures were designed based on
feedback from residents of the immediate area. Artist Randy
Heart installed an intersection mural on Maynard St. in September
2020. Artist Rudy Mendes installed an intersection mural on
Monroe St. on October 18. Both artists are residents of the
neighborhoods where each project took place. Two creative
crosswalks were painted on Second St. on November 15 to
improve pedestrian access to Memorial Gym. 

#BIKEMATCHMACON

Bike Walk Macon partnered with Re-Cycle Macon to launch
#BikeMatchMacon to connect 15 Maconites in need of a bike for
essential transportation to those with a spare. 

VISION ZERO POLICY

Macon-Bibb County adopted a Vision Zero policy to improve safety
and eliminate all traffic-related deaths.

EDUCATION

BICYCLE CLASSES

Bike Walk Macon taught bicycle safety classes to elementary
students at St. Joseph’s School.

RESOURCES

Bike Walk Macon distributed more than 150 sets of bicycle lights
and 200 bicycle safety pocket guides. Bike Walk Macon also
published several blog posts about how to bike and walk safely
during COVID-19. 

Mount de Sales Crosswalk

#BikeMatchMacon

Open Streets Traffic Calming



COMMUNITY

Jane's Walk - 9 virtual citizen-led walking conversations to
celebrate the legacy of Jane Jacobs
Virtual Bike Walk Macon - Community members and
organizations hosted 50 virtual walks and rides to share safe
places to bike and walk locally during the COVID-19 pandemic
Walking scavenger hunts in 3 Macon neighborhoods
Commuter Conversations Over Coffee - Maconites caught up
virtually with biking and walking commuters every Friday in
May

Launched new Bike Walk Macon and Open Streets Macon
websites
Bike Walk Macon mentioned in 35 media stories
4,503 visits (3,335 in 2019, +35%) to the Bike Walk Macon
website. 1,170 visits to Open Streets Macon website
1,478 subscribers (1,278 in 2019, +16%) to email mailing list
1,490 followers (1120 in 2019, +33%) on Facebook and 1,342
followers (1,076 in 2019, +24%) on Instagram
864 followers (720 in 2019, +20%) on Open Streets Macon
Facebook page

IN 2020, BIKE WALK MACON HOSTED 21 FREE EVENTS AND

PROGRAMS FOR 2800 PARTICIPANTS TO POSITIVELY

IMPACT BICYCLING AND WALKING IN MACON.

VIRTUAL EVENTS

Many regular events and programs were modified and several
new events were created due to COVID-19, including:

OPEN STREETS MACON

Open Streets Macon brought 2300 people to 1.5 miles of car-free
streets. Instead of hosting one large, miles-long event that invites
the greater Macon community, we hosted three smaller programs
in East Macon, Pleasant Hill, Tattnall Heights, and South Macon.

MY BIKE PHOTO SERIES
The My Bike Macon project is an ongoing series of portraits and
profiles of Maconites who use a bicycle to get around for more
than just recreation. My Bike was launched in May 2020 in
partnership with photographer Dsto Moore and will continue to
highlight different photographers and bicycle commuters every
month until May 2021. 

MACON BIKE PARTY | SLOW ROLL SERIES
We peddled off our second season. Although we did not ride
together from April to June, more than 100 people still joined us.

VOLUNTEERS

420 individuals volunteered thousands of hours. Whether helping
at events like Open Streets or Bike Party or helping us paint the
street, volunteer support has been crucial to our success in 2020!

ONLINE ENGAGEMENT

Macon Bike Party

Open Streets Macon
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My Bike Photo Series



Open Streets Macon | Photo by Mike Young

THANK YOU! 
WE CANNOT DO THIS
WORK WITHOUT YOU.

 

bikewalkmacon.com
 

hello@bikewalkmacon.com
 

P.O. Box 1952
Macon, GA 31201

 

(478) 335-1236
 

@bikewalkmacon
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2020  HIGHLIGHTS

Installed 3 creative crosswalks, 3 intersection
murals, and Macon’s first green sharrows;

Brought Open Streets Macon to the
neighborhoods. Instead of hosting 1 large, miles-
long event that invites the greater Macon
community, we hosted 3 programs in the East
Macon, Pleasant Hill, Tattnall Heights, and South
Macon neighborhoods;

Connected 15 Maconites with essential
transportation through our Bike Match program;

Launched the My Bike Photo Series to highlight
different photographers and bicycle commuters;

Announced the $1 million Bike Walk Macon fund. 

This has been a challenging year, but we've made
tremendous strides. Together, we will grow our
movement across Macon, and build the streets for
people that we know are possible. Thank you for
helping us transform the way our communities
move and work to make it easier, safer, and more
accessible for everyone to bike and walk.


